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The Tongwan City and the Helian Orchard City:
An exploration on the significance of two historical sites

Ts’ui-jung Liu
Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica

Abstract

This paper attempts to discuss the significance of the Tongwan City and the Helian
Orchard City, the two historical sites of the Daxia Kingdom (407-431). Recent studies
have explored the history of Tongwan City from various aspects including the time of
its construction, the economic activities supporting its construction, its role as a
military post, as well as environmental factors related to its abandonment. Regarding
the Helian Orchard City, studies have tried to clarify the location related to the
metaphor of “Saibei Jiangnan” (literary, the Jiangnan scenery in the area north of the
Great Wall), the term became popular since the ninth century, and how local residents
in that area utilized the favorable natural environment for supporting their livelihood.
More significantly, both the Tongwan City and the Helian Orchard City have an
implication of blending different ethnic groups in Chinese history.
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