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Navigating Youthfulness:
Heroin and AIDS in Southwest China

Shao-Hua Lig

HIV/AIDS is regarded as one of the most globalized epidemics in human
history. Yet its transmission patterns and the social responses to it have been
diverse among various localities and peoples. By examining the masculine
identity and life transitions among male youths, this article seeks to answer why
the Nuosu people in high mountains of Sichuan Province in Southwest China has
a disproportionately large number of heroin users and HIV positive individuais
relative to other peoples since the 1990s. Based on over twenty months of
ethnographic research in a rural community, this research posits these problems
as an unfortunate consequence of a highly complex social process in which
drastic political economic changes, cultural and ethnic conflicts, as well as rising
individuality among the young are intertwined, This convoluted social process

illustrates a distinct case of the so-call AIDS pandemic in a multicultural and
multiethnic society.
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B TR L C4H ) AR - 19856
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/PRI (sexuality) RYARRERERSE » f2 —HEHCRE IR T 8@ 5
IESUFERY R LG B - ARIEREAIITERISOR - SEEFE R s Lt
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FAHHE - B A SRR DIFE I B A B R AT R B Y
BAR - thEELLO R R H A2 AT AR T R Bl - 2L &
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FEE R T HESERENITR  REEET TEEMRAEH
R ZZHBEMIEE RSB ENT R T R RN E
B MRS - DR RHEEREE A REENIER (Kotabba,
1990) - S @ WL AR TREALE  WIE TR
b, FEEBREERBOELWS  BRERERFEERN "&H
%R B TEEAR ) ZRIPVR R EEERERE - H - PRSI

ABRETEZE -

' ETEITFEEAA L E MR - B4 © Koester and Hoffer (1994) 3
MZEEE - WEBREENEN  BEARMWEEER 2.  BIE
B{EkBHaiET  LEEE T SRR EISRRE - 47
T SRR AR A BT EHE R SRS - | LISEEY
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LRYRISR - ABESEENSUEEB R ARG - DR 8
A BRI - sl AR RIS ESUEESENI g E (a0
Herdt and Lindenbaum, 1992; Parker, 2001; Ten Brummelhuis and Herdt,
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view) | » HEHFRIRIETRIESFNEE - FRTILA A LTS
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YU 2R - SR RS - HERTA LB
M2 Rk o FEREREETR T RIS — R I R E
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RUFFTE RGN - SETE oA (BB S B DU (B A 7T R g ST AL B
HiE# (40Bourgois and Bruneau, 2000; Marshall et al., 1999) - H
EEEEE - AN RS RIEGEERE T EEr gt d
HEHCHRITRAYTEE » RLL (EIF9EE ) R ERTREHR
R G RS - o (Singer, 1999: 255-256) - flig.2 » ShRE
ERBIRMNERRTL - fR TIRBIE AT REHny " IRkgL, &
Mt ARSI LESE ) WEEE - B¢t 2T
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B PEERATIC 19900 A HHHIE R - LLRF A JEER A K20 -

LlPaul Farmer 5y » $HEEFEZRTIERE - FFEABET
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W TSl s REEZE (4NBaer et al., 1997: 159-188;
Bourgois, 2003; Farmer, 1992; Farmer et al., 1996; Schoepf, 2001;
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FUBES (Parker, 2001) - FERSTERVIRIAE - BHIRFBOSR I 2
S ASREEM R - BREEESE - DURIERE R SRR
FRRVE SRR o WRER LB S ERL Si s AR E R

B AU EENEEBUSE TSR - (R R R B TR R LB

it =R - R T B B R SRR - T A B E
B AR -

ARHIN TR R SRR M AITE - FrTit gy
SCALERESE ~ DURZIRNE RS - HRGHBM I - MRl
{ERYIRISRBEAGERT - (I - ARFUE B ST R 7 - #1E
ABIT RSB IRTERL & LR RIS T - DR EBIVEL AR
BURTS I SR A AR - AXERERILGE - A TEHEE
FH TR A ey SR BRI TTREVE L » DR PR B RS ey —
ERF PRI -



WE AR PR ESRT RS 85

Al PEIEHRIVER B - RW

TERFZErRBIAY BT TR - DR RN - PEZEERAZT
MYBEEE - (Kl - TSR E B SR g - ZHE RN E AL
LURe R B 7 B BHRBOEIRES - B TEE S AR E
E R

BRI L B o ] B s PR AR A R AR 20005 2 1% - 7F
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REWRENAYMEZENTLYE  EEMEEEREE L&D
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AYBEIEETE - 200348 FR - TRAZR % B4 B S AL 0SB A A
L% (Z0Kaufman and Jing, 2002) - - SBT3 0RE AR S A R 18
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20025FUNAIDS A0S 7 2 BRI H s 505 - ER B E g
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Navigating Youthfulness:
Heroin and AIDS in Southwest China

Shao-Hua Liu

HIV/AIDS is regarded as one of the most globalized epidemics in human
history. Yet its transmission patterns and the social responses to it have been
diverse among various localities and peoples. By examining the masculine
identity and life transitions among male youths, this article seeks to answer why
the Nuosu people in high mountains of Sichuan Province in Seuthwest China has
a disproportionately large number of heroin users and HIV positive individuals
relative to other peoples since the 1990s. Based on over twenty months of
ethnographic research in a rural community, this research posits these problems
as an unfortunate consequerce of a highly complex secial process in which
drastic political economic changes, cultural and ethnic conflicts, as weil as rising
individuality among the young are intertwined. This convoluted social process
illustrates a distinct case of the so-call AIDS pandemic in a multicultural and
multiethnic society.
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