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1956 24,436 142,426
1957 % 27,899 155,453
1958 ¢ 27,482 147,186
1959 % 30,720 156,101
1960 40,381 176,202
1961 % 41,903 - 200,105 216 - -
1962 50,429 - 209,651 320 - -
1963 45,894 - 221,056 438 - 855
1964 ¢ 50,973 580 241,188 760 - 1,603
1965 % 54,420 1,678 268,018 1,875 - 3,222
1966 % 61,132 4811 302,644 2,658 2,117 9,798
1967 % 73,104 10,344 345,608 5,929 4,198 18,098
1968 74,555 13,408 379,201 13,111 5,156 26,011
1969 87,616 19,065 426,538 27,678 11,263 40,317
1970 4 104,849 23,518 527,835 64,972 13,895 69,523
1971 % 116,574 31,387 727,622 104,119 19,645 87,988
1972 % 94,321 72,298 565,291 300,313 20,996 38,782
1973 % 96,349 90,367 617,692 372,693 32,288 42,674
1974 5 111,208 85,198 630,776 356,847 31,112 37,965
1975 % 130,884 105,491 760,765 441,314 47,165 68,460
1976 ¢ 147,478 119,847 811,233 485,612 68,270 104,746
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1977 % | 142,205 135,368 840,200 520,978 64,501 112,879
1978 | 131,674 154,111 765,870 575,103 61,507 140,002
1979 % | 158,862 163,935 754,399 566,971 68,431 161,197
1980 4 | 171,025 178,618 807,265 576,279 84,050 221,905
1981 4 | 158,569 198,519 819,956 572,020 103,389 278,748
1982 4 | 161,316 72,836 654,564 292,728 190,763 365,140
1983 | 164,794 80,020 665,993 461,136 276,219 338,193
1984 # | 181,349 104,206 538,489 450,530 399,805 390,925
1985 # | 191,799 112,996 618,464 449,954 406,129 410,556
1986 4 | 223,908 122,991 755,661 452,502 494,492 434,733
1987 4 | 246,356 142,589 729,404 436,842 608,063 511,529
1988 4 | 252,454 159,562 745,236 377,585 657,937 569,395
1989 5 | 266,164 167,107 785,510 313,462 688,747 678,385
1990 f | 203,937 181,802 728,959 304,328 674,998 808,243
1991 | 369,891 214,709 1,178,138 | 303,100 979,659 1,589,660

1992 4 | 354,548 1,132,218 1,045,372 | 1,640,628
1993 # | 327,119 1,029,882 1,256,076 | 1,719,033
1994 4 | 351,357 1,082,515 1,490,089 | 1,814,870
1995 | 336,451 895,362 1,820,070 | 1,564,304
1996 f | 355,946 941,375 1,598,357 | 1,538,509
1997 % | 365,080 970,574 1,830,961 | 1,583,749
1998 4 | 363,947 983,979 1,976,311 | 1,590,415
1999 4 | 353,590 1,061,736 2,200,074 | 1,717,077
2000 4 | 337,566 1,059,629 2,343,974 | 1,875,809
2001 % | 313,601 831,566 1,974,130 | 1,669,612
2002 4 | 306,360 793,071 1,825,837 | 1,524,029
2003 # | 286,715 659,143 1,633,187 | 1,571,124
2004 4 | 279,885 650,749 1,493,477 | 1,598,634
2005 4 | 261,438 508,877 1,223,032 | 1,244,233
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fizR 2 =HEHREAERAEREAE(E 1951-2005 (847 HED
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1951 4 666 -

1952 4 1,001 -

1953 1,642 -

1954 4 2,048 -

1955 & 2,361 -

1956 & 2,579 -

1957 % 2,760 -

1958 4 2,782 - *
1959 4 4208 - -
1960 4,996 - -
1961 4 5,052 475 -
1962 4 5,737 606 -
1963 & 6,687 1,010 -
1964 & 8,619 1,113 -
1965 % 9,632 1,291 -
1966 4 11,157 1,397 -
1967 4 13,295 1,613 -
1968 4 16,214 2,359 -
1969 4 22,781 3,297 -
1970 4 29,505 4,885 -
1971 & 38,062 6,772 -
1972 & 41,322 8,326 -
1973 % 55,557 13,953 -
1974 % 68,024 13,732 -
1975 4 78,965 14,402 -
1976 4 136,178 14,371 19,481
1977 % 156,447 16,754 21,652
1978 200,156 26,214 27,403
1979 & 215313 32,202 37,976
1980 4 252,324 39,678 44,106
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SFAy Lk AR IR AR 5 NET TS S
1981 4 292652 54047 50748
1982 4 268,197 76,349 59,508
1983 4 283,650 73,854 63,645
1984 4 328,778 89,037 83,390
1985 4 319,635 90,034 85,503
1986 4 365,492 92,765 92,756
1987 4 382,708 95,632 87,477
1988 4 343,230 88,050 94,749
1989 4 357,801 94,535 102,379
1990 4 337,406 91,944 100,390
1991 4 321,962 170,933 95,274
1992 4 304,755 145,039 93,278
1993 4 280,063 130,078 82,631
1994 4 324,835 116,241 104,406
1995 4 349,577 106,275 140,011
1996 4 356,090 105,410 121,428
1997 4 376,536 104,383 125,946
1998 4 368,341 113,665 114,354
1999 4 354,323 95,768 106,158
2000 4 355,339 86,059 120,250
2001 4 308,810 71,002 111,371
2002 4 296,036 65,914 117,200
2003 4 278,965 62,462 132,351
2004 4 306,905 58,739 161,286
2005 4 267,088 47,305 153,629
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fizR 3 = AEMMERES 1958-2004 (Ef : T4

AR IR EAR R B8 % REEAR RAEH LS ¥k
1958 4 0.6
1959 4 12
1960 4 1.8
1961 4 2.1
1962 4 2.4
1963 4 2.9
1964 4 2.9 0.0 0.1
1965 4 2.8 0.6 0.7
1966 4 3.8 0.9 1.7
1967 4 7.7 1.9 2.2 0.2
1968 4 18 2 7 3
1969 4 19 2 5 13 3
1970 4 23 5 8 23 6
1971 % 30 9 15 33 21
1972 % 46 22 24 40 18
1973 4 47 29 29 41 30
1974 4 45 42 30 42 26
1975 % 46 80 51 64 35
1976 4 65 86 70 72 46
1977 % 66 99 115 78 63
1978 4 70 133 158 90 83
1979 4 70 155 173 102 92
1980 4 74 182 194 109 99
1981 4 95 188 199 116 90
1982 4 90 218 235 99 115
1983 4 102 290 290 105 125
1984 4 125 456 322 128 131
1985 4 119 541 381 135 133
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1986 4 117 541 486 150 140
1987 4 117 593 534 174 141
1988 123 676 559 192 138
1989 145 760 596 196 143
1990 4 146 676 622 190 133
1991 % 147 760 707 222 151
1992 4 137 903 739 249 152
1993 129 1031 718 242 131
1994 5 147 1168 722 254 151
1995 % 137 1226 753 292 133
1996 142 1246 862 301 144
1997 % 145 1489 958 326 152
1998 4 143 1755 927 302 119
1999 141 1583 939 296 95
2000 139 1525 932 421 106
2001 126 1536 835 392 126
2002 114 1550 888 418 129
2003 $ 121 1505 874 431 136
2004 5 134 1494 841 455 153
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The Early Development of Taiwan’s Cotton Textile
Industry

Wan-wen Chu

Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica

The textile industry was a leading sector in Taiwan’s early postwar
development. This is certainly not unique among developing countries.
Taiwan, however, did particularly well in developing this industry. Its
performance record was exceptional in that it became self-sufficient in
cotton textiles within three years after the government began its proactive
promotion program, and in that it successfully developed backward and
forward linkage effects. Taiwan hence developed a complete set of
sub-industries in textiles, from apparels to man-made fiber. As a result,
Taiwanese firms are now top global producers cum exporters in man-made
fiber, even after the downstream production moved offshore. Many other
developing countries also tried to promote the textile industry using
import-substitution policies in the 1950s, but most did not attain
self-sufficiency. For those which did attain this goal, most were not able to
spread the fruits of their success to related industries, unlike Taiwan and
other East Asian economies.

This article examines how and why Taiwan’s textile industry did well.
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It argues that, even though initial postwar conditions may have been
favorable, conscious efforts were made to realize linkage effects, and that
adaptive industrial policies played a crucial role in guiding the industry
through various rounds of upgrading challenges. For example, the
government coordinated policy incentives to develop both spinning and
weaving sectors and began to promote cotton textile exports soon after the
local market became saturated. It also encouraged early diversification into
man-made fiber textiles and pushed to set up upstream production.
Consensus among economic bureaucrats in pursuing the economy’s
long-term overall development helped to set the direction of policy
changes whenever new challenges occurred. There thus evolved a clear set
of guidelines to coordinate the sometimes conflicting interests of existing
sub-industry segments, which helped to sustain the development of the

textile industry in the long run.

Keywords: Taiwan’s economic development, cotton textile industry,
textile industry, industrial policy



