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Abstract

How to account for East Asian economic development has been an important and
controversial topic in development economics. This paper uses Taiwan’s postwar
development as an example, and examines the various explanations of Taiwan’s
superior postwar growth record, hoping to shed some light on this complex problem.

This paper first explores the controversy regarding to what extent, if any, the
Japanese colonial legacy was responsible for the postwar industrialization in South
Korea and Taiwan. The debate on the Korean case is discussed. Regarding the case of
Taiwan, most scholars would agree that the colonial government introduced colonial
modernity and helped to lay the foundation of subsequent industrialization. The
contention hence lies in whether the colonial legacy had “automatically” brought forth
sustained economic development in the postwar period. For those economists adhering
to the free market doctrines this would be self-evident, but for others the claim remains
unproven and needs to be carefully scrutinized.

Other explanatory factors include: the postwar cold war framework and the US role,
the Chinese Republican legacy on the Mainland, and the actual policy actions
undertaken by the Nationalist government in the early postwar period. Different
theories assign different weights to each of these factors. We will need further studies
to examine the actual development process in the early postwar period in Taiwan to
verify the validity of the relevant theories.
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fe—NE+FERERYMHSG - BlhmSin (SR EHEE,
neo-liberalism ) MU CHUE T £ 38 - MRS HEFEHY £ - 1£
O B P rEe e - [ T am AR 5 | P R e B - % R e R
RERDIHSEIONPAEOR - MAERE RS B 5 BER I B 7€ o HARHS
AR (AME EERR) S22 7 DUSRCB I A G, - 38 FHR Bl
FII% TRl A SR BOR K 1 F 3 B0 state vs. marketfyfE" -
ATEEA > 7 E SR AR 7 —— R - fERL T 58U &
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WS THIEE ) AR ENVE - MR AlsEAEN RA M ERERI LB TR
H5HE ) (governance structure ) SRRV FBR’ o

A8 AT U B IR AT A o AR I 5 2 A i s i R

il

V4R BRT (2003) 0 AEF— - LEAE o

7 4 A Stiglitz (2002) #bZ p3F o FRERARANE I L0 Ak~ BRALAH
HEHE o E =+ SR > S RRATH IMF #4 £ B R EEHKEAE (reform) £
RuF o BpRASESR B BT 4t o
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4 % H, Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson (2001) % o

> Wade (#4&) , Robert, 1990, Governing the Market, Princeton: Princeton University
Press.
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7 de Z 98 (1997,2003a,b) kA S ELRLFAE S RAEDHLAL > RF
B ARG ARy b B R BT 0975 32 o
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> HASE ARG R B Gk » DU AHBHR SR EAE R B o - 56 =
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FAEE T SRR I S B IR AR R 3 2 M ELZIE - Al - Bl
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T Y i SR LAt bth 5 JC L 5 {8 R S R S FL IR o DI s P et ) A
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FAEA TR (S -

ST HASHERA AR B i B2 SR R W R o — 2k
bz W5 R H A ESHEE R A A B BRI 22 £ S » Bk
RAeH 1961 FEANEERENT H) 38R E A5 (developmental state) Fiff
HEBH o T EEACHIA S B2 H PR B E T - A8 R RMR A T3

S daftiE e
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A s i > B Rl IR HUS BRI 8 R AT AE - 38 SESURRZ 12 LIRS
{F e Kohli (1994) 2% [ R FIRIE HI B ILER I Z2E HIen# e
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Re BT RE RA)— MR A - SRS TAEREE ) (continuity thesis) o i
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AP TR S EAED » B EN T A AT » Kok
TR EI HAMEECAE TR R - HKM GEE BRI R
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AR T B BRI BRI SR A o
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2004/10/11 »
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HOEY SRR 4 IR BOR ERY B 220 © #iE 1970 AU
FMIEBRAS LUK AT i e i A B L3831 - B A ik £ 5%
B -
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ARt » B IEI 2 B P TR B A5 A R R 1 B 8 A Bl R R SR A
Lo B TGRS V7 £ e B ) S e B T R 1 )
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