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33 US FOIA 5 U.S.C §552(b)(3) (“specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (oth-
er than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the mat-
ters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the is-
sue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types
of matters to be withheld.”)

34 UK FOIA s.44(1) (“Information is exempt information if its disclosure (otherwise
than under this Act) by the public authority holding it —is prohibited by or under any
enactment, is incompatible with any Community Obligation, or would constitute or be
punishable as a contempt of court.”)
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WADHAM & JONATHAN GRIFFITHS, BLACKSTONE’S GUIDE TO THE FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT 2000 102 (2005).

36 CN FOIA s.24(1) (“The head of Government institution shall refuse to disclose any
record requested under this Act that contains information the disclosure of which is
restricted by or pursuant to any provision set out in Schedule I1.”)
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55 ROSEMARY JAY AND ANGUS HAMILTON, DATA PROTECTION: LAW AND PRACTICE 274
(2™ ed. 2003).

56 %R H 1995 F18 A B % 45 4 (Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament
and of Council of 24 October 1995 on the Protection of Individual with regard to the
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bly be expected to threaten the safety of individuals”); EC Directive 95/46/EC Att.
XIII (“1. Member States may adopt legislative measures to restrict the scope of the
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PHILIP COPPEL, INFORMATION RIGHTS §5-078 (2007); PETER CAREY, DATA
PROTECTION: A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO UK AND EU Law 169 (2004); SUSAN
SINGLETON, DATA PROTECTION §4.59 (1998) ; M JAY & HAMILTON, supra note 55,
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130 UK FOIA s.18. See also WADHAM & GRIFFITHS, supra note 35, at 128; PATRICK
BIRKINSHAW, GOVERNMENT AND INFORMATION 7-8 (2“d ed. 2001) ; FHiEF > AT4H
(3£31) X » B85~
131 BIFG (= DE FOIA) §12.
132 UK FOIA s.47(1).
133 UK FOIA s.49.
134 5USC §552(e)(1)&(2).




344 2007 4580 % BT F 3

2 (annual report) Z 3% A fERETHEEHE]— » fEmE0E QL
AT BAEIY - ([EEBR -

(=) fe s = 2 Fik 4 BT

BT T ) (information rights)Z (R  [RELE HE
SRR BB LR RN 5 S AT B A 2 A
(HAEHARIE) » BINTEEBUFRE o R AR
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RS TSRS (R —ESEEN » AR BRI
IR ) DRSS ST o ER - AR ABES
FHEAH » BRI R B BB B AT

135 Laura Neuman and Richard Calland, Making the Law Work: The Challenges of Im-
plementation, in THE RIGHT TO KNOW 194 (Ann Florini eds., 2007).
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A Ciritical Review of Freedom-of-
Information and Information-Privacy Cases

of 2007

Dennis T.C. Tang™

Abstract

Following an initial review of Freedom-of-Information Act as
well as Data-Protection-Act cases (hereinafter “information rights”
cases) rendered by the administrative courts up to October 2006, this
article analyses in depth the issues involved in the five most contro-
versial decisions screened from among those rendered by the admi-
nistrative courts during the period between November 2006 and Oc-
tober 2007. In concluding, the author proposes an SOP for handling
“information rights” cases for the courts, and suggests amendments
for strengthening law enforcement, including the establishment of an
“Information & Privacy Commission” as a regulatory/supervision
agency.
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