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The Befalling of a Disaster and the Rites for Exorcism: “Fate-Change”
and “Passing through Oil” in a Context of Local Community, the case

of Bao-an Village

Jen-Chieh Ting

Associate Research Fellow Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

Abstract

The current study focuses on the issue of disaster management in a
Chinese local community. Using the ethnographic data, we show how an
uncertain event of disaster may cause a series of response: struggling of
the definition of disaster, calling for deities’ help, different power agents
negotiate the way of dealing with disaster, etc. Three aspectsof the elites’
influences, common’s expectations, and deities’ transcendence are in the
process of continuing negotiation. The befalling of a disaster provides
a change to adjust human relation and the hierarchical order of deities.
Villagers put much more emphases on the principle of purification instead of
morality correction. In local ritual contexts, two main rites are taken: “fate-
changing through passing over the bridge,” and “passing through oil,” the
former is for individual level, the later is for collective level. Due to the
thaumaturgical manipulation is so important in tackling with the disaster,
local Taoist specialist thus have to play an important role during this urgent

moment of risk management

Keywords: Disaster, Fate-Changing, passing through oil, folk religion, re-

study
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